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of Little Rock, and was moving north to the Arkansas-Missouri line

before the actual movement and objective of his army became knownls.

From Batesville, Arkansas, there were three main lines of travel

open to Price: from West Plains to Rolla, or up the White River to

Springfield, or by way of Pocahontas to Pilot Knoblv. Price chose

the route from Pocahontas because it led directly to St. Louisls.

He had no intention of attacking St. Louis, but he hoped that by

keeping the Federals interested in a defense of that city, to occupy

and hold Jefferson Citylg. Accordingly, he entered Missouri on

September 19, crossing from Arkansas to Ripley County in the South

east corner of the statezo. He maintained that a Federal scout

21
destroyed the town of Doniphan in that county , although Price is

credited with having done sogz. Passing on thru Greenville in wayne

County, he finally was repulsed by the Federals under Ewing at Pilot

Knob in Iron County on September 28. The Federal defense at Pilot

Knob was but one phase of the plan of Rosecrans to occupy the whole

length of the Iron Mountain Railroadzs.

Price was severely criticized by the Confederate authorities

for the result of the battle at Pilot Knob, for here he lost hundreds

of his best soldiers in the attempt to storm the well protected

Federal fort on the mountain of Pilot Knob24. Families in this

community suffered great distress, for Price ordered the capture of all

 

l6. Rebel Igvasion of Missougi and Kansas, 1864, pp. 12-13.

17. Missouri_Rgpublican, Nov. 11, 1864.

18. Ibid.

19. Ibid, Dec. 9, 1864.

20. Missouri Statesman, Nov. 11, 1864.

21. Missouri Re ublican, Oct. 3, 1864.

22. Jenkins: Battle pf Westport, p. 34.

23. Missouri Republican, Nov. 11, 1864.

24. 1;; Papers gpg Personal Reminiscences, Vol. 1, 1861-5, p. 51.
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24
supplies of flour, bacon, and other provisions , a portion of

which he planned would be distributed among the women and children;

but this was prevented by the action of the Reeves guerrillass.

Price was delayed for three days at Pilot Knob; from there

he pressed on as if St. Louis were his goal, but on October 2, at

St. Clair in Franklin County, he turned westward toward Jefferson

City. Shelby's brigade, which did the fighting at the Osage,were

considered the best fighters in Price's army. They were also the

worst plunderersze. In some places along the line of march Price's

army was received with enthusiasm, especially by the women, who

fed and often housed the sick and wounded soldierszg. It is quite

true, however, that crops were totally consumed, people were robbed

of money, houses were plundered, and all wearing apparel for men

was taken. Every good horse with saddle and bridle was taken, and

wornout horses‘were left. In fact the country was stripped bare

of all farm stock and of food3o. Price's force was estimated by

the people along the route to number from 10,000 to 75,000 men.

It must be kept in mind that this Trans-Mississippi Department was

a self-subsisting force; and the soldiers were compelled to furnish

their own clothing. The arms used were of all kinds and sizes,

picked up wherever they could be foundsl.

When Rosecrans realized that St. Louis was safe and Jefferson

City in danger, he telegraphed laJor-General Alfred S. Pleasanton

 24. iar Papers gpd PersonaICBEminigcences, Vol. 1, 1861-5, p. 51.

25. mason Republic-an? 'o'c't. s, 1864.

26. Ibid.

27. Egg Paperg and Personal Reminigcences, Vol. 1, 1861-5, p. 30.

Rebel Invasion pi Missouri, p. 28.

28. Missouri Statesman, Oct. 21, 1864.

29. Confederate Eilitapy Histogy, Vol. 4, p. 182.

50. Missouri Statesman, Oct. 21, 1864.

51. Ibid.
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to come at once and take possession of forces in the field. In this

instance many volunteers came from Illinois to aid in repelling the

invadersz. As Price's men approached Jefferson City, Fagan's

division attacked only the outposts of the capital; by this time

Pleasanton was in the field and Price, instead of attacking the

city, made a detour southaa.

At Boonville on October 11 Price received W. L. Quantrell and

Bill Anderson, leaders of guerrilla band834, or, as they were often

called, Partisan Rangersss. Price urged men of this type to attach

themselves to his army in order that they might act as scouts and

rangers against the enemyss. Anderson was sent out to destroy the

North Missouri Railroad and Quantrell was to cut up the Hannibal

and St. Joseph Railroad, in order that no more Federal troops might

be imported into the state. Part evidence of this fact was found

upon the body of Anderson, who was killed fifteen days after being

sent outav. Anderson was very fond of “Old Pap", as Price was

familiarly called by his men, and had presented him with a pair of

costly silver mounted pistolsaa. Quantrell, however, was'with

Price's army for only a short time in 1864, for he had come to

regard Price with bitternesssg; and as the days were darkening for

the Confederacy, Quantrell left the state with thirteen of his

restless men4o. It was supposed that many of Price's men took

delight in tearing up the railroads, for at the outbreak of the war

 is. Jenkinszfifiattlg 21; Westport, p. :59.

33. Ibid, p. 34

34. Ibid, p. 44

35. ggldiers gerissouri Lg Service During the Civil War, pp. 320-324.

36. Jenkins: Battle 2; Westport, p. 44.

37. Missouri Statesman, Nov. 25, 1864.

38. gissouri Republican, Oct. 27, 1864.

39. Connelly, wm. E.: Quantrell and the Border Wars, p. 455.

40. Quantrell, the Guerrilla Chieftain, from his own Diary, p. 44.
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nearly all of the North Missouri Railroad employees were Southern

sympathizers and secessionists; and when they were dismissed from

the service of the road, they went into Price's army41.

In Marching northward from Boonville, Price took Glasgow in

Howard County on October 15. He then marched straight across the

country to Lafayette County, where he engaged in a skirmish some

three miles south of Lexington42. As he drew near to the Kansas

line he found General S. R. Curtis, who was in command of the

Department of Kansas, prepared for his coming43, while Pleasanton

and his men were pursuing him from Jefferson City44. At the battle

of the Little Blue, on October 21, the Confederate attack was made

45
by Marmaduke , after which the Federals retired to the Big Blue

between Independence and Kansas City46. On October 22 occurred the

battle of the Big Blue, which lasted from three in the morning

until eight o'clock at night, and Price and his entire army were

completely routed47. He fled northwest to Leavenworth before he

could be persuaded to retreat to the South48. He did, finally,

turn south, as his army became disorganized and fled down the state

line, pursued by Curtis and a force of 10,000 men49. Price burned

more than 200 wagons and blew up his ammunition trainéo. Cattle and

sick men were left lying by the roadside, and the country thru

 

41. Missoupi statesman, Nov. 25, 1864.

42. Jenkins: Battle 2; Westport, p. 54.

Rebel Igvgsion pf Missouri gpg Kansas, p. 184.

43. Jenkins: attle pf Westport, . 45.44. Ibid, p. 53. p

45. Ibid, p. 83.

46. Ibid.

Rebel Invasion g1 Missoupi and Kansag, p. 122.

47. Jenkins: Battle pf Westport, p. 79.

48. Edwards, J. H.: Shelby apd gig Egg, p. 164.

49. Rebel Invasion pf Missouri de Kansas, p. 290.

50. Missouri Statesman, Nov. 18, 1864 {S . Joseph Hearld and Tribune)
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which they passed was desolate and blackvvith ruinsl. He attempted

to make a stand at Fort Scott, but was forced on by Curtissz. The

raid ended with a single blow dealt Price by Generals Blunt and

Sanborn at Newtonia in Newton Countyss. Price escaped because of

the fleetness of his horse and because he was not dressed in any

way to make himself conspicuous54. He continued his flight until

he reached the Arkansas River, where he attempted to rally the

remnant of his army55.

The raid into Missouri by Price was regarded as stupendous

from the standpoint of its distance from base, the country tra

versed, objective and daringss. Price had lost in his retreat

5700 killed and wounded, 5000 prisoners, several pieces of

artillery, and many wagon trains captured or destroyed57. He was

criticized for having blundered as a cavalry commander, for being

too slow and too cautiousss, and for having rested when he should

have strained every effort to escape the Federal armysg. J. B.

Magruder, on the other hand, congratulated Price on his raid,

claiming that it stopped the siege of Mobile and diverted many men

from Shermanso.

The approaching election of November 8, 1864, was undoubtedly

anticipated during this raid, for it was held that in the event

that Price could occupy the state, it might be possible to turn the

 

if} Rebel invasion QQIMissouri Egg Kansas, pp. 185-187.

52. Missouri Statesman, Nov. 4, 1864.

53. ii souri Republican, Sept. 30, 1867.

54. Eissouri otatesman, Nov. 18, 1864 (St. Joseph Herald and Tribune)

55. Eissouri Republigan, Sept. 30, 1867.

56. Rebel Invasion pi Missouri ggg Kansas, p. 5.

57. Missouri Fepublican, Feb., 1865 (Cincinnati Council)

58. Edwards, J. H.: Shelby Egg gig Egg, p. 465.

59. Ibid, p. 428. -

60. The War 22 the Rebellion Series 1, Vol. 41, p. 1053.
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political scales in favor of McClellan as opposed to Lincoln .

Shortly after the raid, Thomas C. Reynolds, who had accom

panied Price's army thru the state and who was expecting to act

as governor of the state in the event of victory, published a

62 in which he claimed that the state ofscathing attack of Price

Missouri had offered only a feeble resistance and that Price

failed because of indecision and inability and because he allowed

pillage and plunderss. The Reynolds letter produced much excite

ment among army men64. Price ignored the Reynolds review of his

raid, but his friends answered it65. He was finally compelled to

ask for a court of inquiry, which convened at Shreveport, Louis

iana, on April 21, 186566. This inquiry established the fact

that Price availed himself of maps and guides, which he had been

accused of ignoring67. It also proved that the lack of dis

cipline in his army was due to the number of untrained men who

were daily being added to his rankssa. Thomas Reynolds was

requested by Price to be present before the court and testify as

a witness against him, but this Reynolds refused to do6g. The

court delayed action from time to time, until finally, when the

end of the war came, April 9, 1865, it disappeared in the general

crashvo.

 

61. Scott, Wm.: Th3 Story 91 a Cowboy Rggiment, pp. 305-306.

62. Egg Reynoldg Manugcript, pp. 12-15.

63. Ibid. Attack published at Marshall, Texas, Dec. 17, 1864.

64. Edwards, J. M.: Shelby and His Men, p. 475.

65. Confederate Hilitary Higtory, p. 196.

66. 'Egg'gf thg Rebellion Series 1, Vol. 41, p. 701.

67. Ibid, p. 713.

68. Ibid, p. 721.

69. Ibid, P. 718.

70. Confedgrate Militagy Histggy, p. 196.



~105

 

Price went into Mexico soon after the close of the war and

took with him all of his important papers and documents pertaining

to the war. He later took these to New York and gave them to

Thomas L. Snead, who was his most trusted staff officer during

the war and his only confidantVI.

 

711 iette; from Thomas iT’Snead to John F. Snyder, April 21,

1882- Snyder Collection, Missouri Historical Library,

Jefferson Remorial.



CONCLUSION

In person Price was tall, handsome, and military in bearing.

His face was round and fair, showing both strength and sensitive

ness. His voice was soft and mellow, and he possessed a digni

fied and commanding manner. He was a man of great physical cour

age, a superb horseman, and an obstinate fighter, seeming never

to heed danger on the battle field.

Price was not, however, a man of remarkable capabilities

nor did he possess any definite creative energies of mind. He

did have uncommon executive ability; though little given to

writing or speaking, he was unusually blessed in the matter of

common sense. He had a personal magnetism that endeared him to

his soldiers in times of war, and caused them to cling to him

with unusual devotion. In Missouri during the trying days of

1861, Price was the best loved and most trusted man in the state

because of his fairness, common sense, and leadership. He possessed

an intuitive ability in reaching conclusions, and this probably

accounts for his success in performing certain works of effort and

endeavor that marked him as a leader.

From beginning to end his private life was unassailed; the

acts of his public life proved him to be a man of firmness and

decision of character. Price was by nature very social, and he

established a reputation for cordiality and gentility. One of his

neighbors said of him that he so polite and friendly that he would

even touch his hat to a negro man. He had a slight tendency toward

the patronizing of associates in his political and military relation

ships and in some respects he was inclined to allow himself to be



imposed upon. But when he was compelled to fight, he did so with

dogged determination.

After Kearney's I'bloodless victory“ in the Mexican War, the

responsibility for the Mexican revolution fell unjustly upon Price,

although it was Kearney who failed to abide by the agreement made

for him by Magoffin with Archulette to the effect that only certain

parts of Mexico would be occupied by American soldiers. Notwith

standing this fact, Price and his men faithfully and untiringly

performed their military duties and succeeded in holding the New

Mexico territory and in stamping out rebellion in that region.

During the time Price was governor his policies in several

different directions helped to shape the future prosperity of

the state. In the first place, Price was not totally opposed

to the policy of public improvements, but it was his plan to hold

the legislature in check in the matter of railroad construction.

He prevented the building of a large number of short line railroads

before the main lines were completed, for railroad building had

gone far beyond the credit of the state and since business and

finance were on a somewhat abnormal basis, his policy was that of

the conservative leader. This is seen also in his attitude toward

the bank. He strenuously opposed the introduction of "free bank

ing" into the state, and stood firmly for the extension of the

corporate existence of the Bank of the State of Missouri and its

branches. Price was attempting to save the state from the financial

panic and collapse so prevalent all over the country. Again, thru

the leadership and encouragement of Price, many new towns were

incorporated, schools and seminaries were founded, and education



generally received greater impetus.

There is no doubt that Price attempted to bring about a union

of the two factions of the Democratic party in the state at the

time he became the coalition candidate for governor (1852), but the

two wings of the party continued to fight each other so bitterly, and

Benton became so antagonistic in his relations to his opponents, that

the result was the desertion of Benton by Price.

The attitude of Price in the Civil War has always been con

sidered very difficult to determine. As a matter of fact, in the

campaign and election of 1860, he supported Douglas for the pres

idency because of Douglas' Unionism; and during the excitement in

the early part of 1861, Price was undoubtedly a staunch and sincere

Union man, using his influence in opposition to the secession of

Kissouri from the Union. He was an advocate for the Union until he

felt that the Federal government gave its support to the policy of

coercion. Price was an ardent believer in the sovereignty of the

states, and he thought that Missouri had a right to choose her own

position with regard to secession without coercion on the part of the

Federal government, and he believed that both the Federal and State

Constitution gave Missouri the right to defend herself against a

coercive policy. He was one of many in Missouri who wanted to avoid

the Civil War, and he occupied the position of "armed neutrality".

His change fromnggiggigg began with Lyon's attack on Camp

Jackson, which he thought caused the unnecessary shedding of blood

of Missourians. He became more determined in his Unionism when
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Lyon treated with contempt Price's agreement with Barney; and

after the Lyon-Jackson conference he decided to draw his sword

in defense of his state. Price was sincere in his belief that it

was the purpose of the United States Government to suppress the

sovereignty of the state, to keep her from arming her militia,

and to prevent the assembling of her legislature. The military

force known as the Missouri State Guard, under the leadership of

Price, was organized to defend Missouri as an "Independent Republic”

against the aggression of the Federal forces. Later, failing in

its purpose, it formed an alliance with the Confederate states.

Their leader may have been influenced somewhat by the example of

his native state, Virginia, which Joined the Confederacy in April,

1861. While Price was not a secessionist, he did sympathize with

the South.

Jefferson Davis never appreciated Price, and the only reason

he ever gave him even the slightest consideration was due to army

clamor, congressional urgency, and popular demand. Had Price been

given an independent command in Arkansas and Missouri, and had

designing and Jealous politicians been fair with him, there would

have been, undoubtedly, greater vigor and less failure in the whole

western army of the Confederacy.

When Price went to Mexico after the Civil War, he believed

the Maximilian government to be safe and that the marauding bands

infesting the land would soon be exterminated. He did not want to

return to the States, either to share in the reconstruction of the

South or to ask pardon of the Union for the part he had played in

the Rebellion. He had grave apprehensions as to the future of the

South, because of the emancipated negro. He was unwilling to ask



 

pardon for acts of his which had been committed in sincerity of

purpose and which he felt would again be perpetrated under similar

circumstances.

Price's greatest military fault was leniency as a commander.

He seemed at times to disregard military discipline and attempt to

govern by respect and love. Often he would issue strong military

orders and at the same time give his subordinate and brigade

commanders too loose a rein. The greatest single determining

influence in the life of Price was his undying ambition, and when

the end came in St. Louis in 0ctober, 1867, he passed away with

the word "ambition" upon his lips.

Regardless of the attacks that have been made upon the char

acter, actions, and sincerity of Sterling Price, the facts remain,

and it must be said that he deserves a much greater appreciation

and fairer historical evaluation than he has been given. It

becomes evident that much of the criticism and lack of appreciation

was due to the excitements and the prejudices that obtained during

his life.
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Missouri Republican, Jan. 12, 1841.

Missouri Republican, Jan. to Dec., inclusive, from 1842 to 1867.

Missouri Statesman, Jan. to Dec., inclusive, 1844 to 1867.

Missouri Register, July 9, 1844.

ISb. lbuis WeekLy Times, Oct. 4, 1867.

Sb. Louis Weekly Times, Oct. 6, 1867.

Newspaper clipping recording death of Price (Missouri Histor

ical Library, Jefferson Memorial, St. Louis, Missouri).

Contemporary and Special Histories:

Benton, Thomas Hart:

Thirty Years' View: A History 92 the Workings 92

the American Government for Thirty Years from 1820

1850. In two volumes. N. Y. Appleton & 00., 1856.

Vol. 2.

Bevier, R. S.:

History 9; First and Second Missouri Confederate

Brigade, 1861-1865. St. Louis. Brand & Co. 1879.

Evans, Clement A.:

Confederate Military History: Library bf Confederate

States History 12 Twelve Volumes. Written by Dis

tinguished Men of the South. Vol. 4. Atlanta, Ga.

Conf. Pub. Co. 1899.



Contenmorary and Special Histories Continued:

Million, John 3.:

State Aid to Railroads in Missouri. University of

Chicago Press, 1896. Chicago.

Ramsey, Albert 0.:

225 Other Side 0; Notes for the History of the fig;

Between Mexico and the United States. Written in

Mexico. Translated from Spanish. N. Y. 1850.

Snyder, J. J., Dr.:

é_§_! Points About the Battle 21 Wilson's Creek by

J; J; Snyder, the Messenger Who Informed Gen. Price

the Federal Surprise. TFrom Missouri Republican,

t. 1, 1886). (Missouri Historical Library,

Jefferson Memorial, St. Louis, Missouri).

22
00

A Statement of Facts and a Few Suggestions in Review

2; Political-Kction in Missouri in 1856. (Missouri

Historical Library, Jefferson Memorial, St. Louis,

Missouri).

Stephens, Alexander H.:

§_Constitutional View of the Late War Between the

States: Its Causes, Character, Conduct, and

Result. Vol. 2. St. Louis, 1870.

War Papers and Personal Reminiscencesi 1861-1865,

Vol. 1. St. Louis. Becker, 1892.

la; Sketches and Incidents §§_R§lated by the

Companies of the Iowa Commandery, Military Order

2§_thg Royal Legion of the United States. Vol. 2.

Kenyon Press, 1898. _FMissouri Historical Library,

Columbia, Missouri).

Sterling Price Home Chapter No. 1009. United

Daughters g; the Confederacy. (Missouri Historical

Library, Jefferson Memorial, St. Louis, Missouri).

Magazines: Contemporary and Historical-

Confederate Veteran, January, 1904--Nashville, Tenn.

Missouri Historical Society Collection, Vol. 2, April, 1903.

Early Recollections of Missouri, by Thomas Shackelford.

Published by Society Quarterly, 1600 Locust St., St. Louis.

Missouri Historical Review, Vol. 2. Missouri from 1849 to

1861, by Charles M. Harvey, pp. 21-40 (1907-1908)

 

Missouri Historical Review, Vol. 10. Early osition to

Thomas Hart Benton, by C. H. McClure, pp. 151-196. 1915

1916)



Magazines: Contemporary and Historical Continued:

Historical Magozine 1872, V01. 1. General Ben McColloch,

Ci i. o,, Military Qoeratiooo io Missouri io_tho Summer oooAutuoo oi 1861. go Unpublished Report. flTEHssouri Histor

ical Library, Columbia, Missouri.)

The Land io Love: ovMonthly Magazine Devoted io Literature,

Military History, and Agriculture. Vol. 1, 1866. Charlotte,

North Carolina.

Macias

Price, Benjamin Luther (Rev.):

John Price, the Emigrant io Jamooiown, 1620, wit

Some_oi His Descendants. Alexandria, La. 1910.

Stewart, A. J. D.:

Histoyy oi the Bench and Bar oi Missouri, ii. Louis,

Missouri. Legal Pub. Co. 1898.

The Uniteo States Biographical Dictionary and Portrait

Gallery oi Eminent and Self-made Men. Missouri Volume.

St. Louis. U. S. Biographical Pub. Co. 1878.

 

County Histories:

History oi Howard and Chariton Counties, Missouri.

Written and compiled from Authentic and Private

Sources. St. Louis National History Company, 1883.

Scharf, J. Thomas:

Histogy oi iiL Louis City ooo County from Earliest

Records io the Present Day, Including Biographical

Sketches oi Representative Men. Vol. 1. Philadelphia,

1885.

Williams, Walter (Ed)

5 History oi Northeast Missouri. Vol. 5. Lewis

Pub. Co. Chicago. 1913.

 

Secondary Material

Anderson, Calusha:

5 Border City During the Civil War. Boston, 1908.

Connelley, William Elsey: '

Quantreli and the Border Wars. Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

The Torch Press Publishers, 1910.

Edwards, John N.:

Shelby and His Men oi the Woo io the West.

Cincinnati Printing and Publishing 00., 1867.



Secondary Material Continued:

Jenkins, Paul 3.:

battle b£_Westport. Franklin. Hudson Pub. Co.

Kansas City, Missouri, 1906.

Logan, John A.:

The Great Conspiracy: Its Origin and History.

N. Y. 1886.

'HcElroy, John M.:

The Struggle fog Missouri. Washington, D. C. 1909.

National Tribune Company.

Scott, William Forse:

Story Q£_g Cavalry Regiment. The Career bf the

Fourth Iowa Veteran Volunteers from Kansab bg

Geoggia, 186191865. Putnams' Sons. N. Y. 1895.

Smith, Justin:

The War With Mexico, Vol. 2. N. Y. Macmillan Co. 1919.

Snead, Thomas L.

 The Fight for Missouri from the Election 9; Lincoln

bb the Death 92 Lyon. N. Y. 1886.

Violette, Eugene M.:

A History 2; Missouri. D. C. Heath and Co. Pub.

Chicago. 1918.

Iebb, I. L.:

Battle gbg Biographies bf gigsouri by Civil War

Period b1 23; 912 State. Kansas City, Missouri.

Henderson Kimberly Pub. Co. 1903.




