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BOOK II.

CHAPTER XIX.
GRrANT REvVIsITS ST. Louis.

NE of the regiments which Grant
was required to muster was ex-
pected to rendezvous at Belleville, Ill,,
about May 8, 1861, and thither he went
to perform that duty. When he arrived
all the companies had not assembled, and
would not do so for several days.

Grant concluded to make a hasty visit
to St. Louis, his old home, only eighteen
miles distant, see his wife's parents, near
the city, and feel the temperature in that
border slave State.

To say that he “found things hot”

*Taken by Photographer W. C. Perkins, of

Ironton, Mo., while the Lolonel was engaged upon
his * Grant in the West.”

would be too mild an expression.
were boiling —seething.

St. Louis was a large city, with nearly
two hundred_thousand people, and per-
baps thirty per cent thereof decidedly
southern in sentiment. Probably a third
or a fourth of this class were as in-
tensely bitter and as “fire-eating” in fa-
vor of secession as the same number in
any of the southern States. They were ut-
terly intolerant of opinion, and were bold,
demonstrative and outspoken against
“Lincoln tyranny” and *“Lincoln hire-
lings.” From the noise and bluster they
made, it would seem to an observer from
without, that the city and State were over-
whelmingly in favor of secession. But
Grant had lived there most of the years in

They
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which this trouble had been brewing and
he readily comprehended the situation.

In truth there never was a time when
there was not in St. Louis and in the State
at large a very decided majority for the
the Union.

But this Union majority was composed
of the working, thinking, conservative,
undemonstrative
business portion of
th e population. It
required time for this
element to arouse
and assert itself; and
to comprehend what
the excited agitators
really meant.

But the fiery, ag-
gressive spirits of
Frank P. Blair, B.
Gratz Brown, Capt.
Nathaniel Lyon and
others, kindled the
Union spirit into ac-
tive assertion, and at
the time Grant made
his visit it was organ-
ized and ready to as-
sert itself; and it did
make itself heard,
and felt.

CHAPTER XX.

THE CONSPIRACY TO
TAKE MISSOURI
OuT OF THE
UNION.

It will be profit-
able to stop hereand
take a brief survey
of the conspiracy as it had thus far de-
veloped in Missouri.

Under the president's first call, the
quota assigned to Missouri was four regi-
ments. The governor, Claiborne F. Jack-
son, was intense in his southern sympa-
thies. He had for some time been en-
gaged in secret intrigue with Jefferson
Davis, and others connected with the
Confederate government, with the pur-
pose of carrying Missouri out of the
Union and into the confederacy.

BRIG.~GEN. NATHANIEL LYON.

of Des Molnes, 3]

A bem‘r‘romait of !’_{on from an old photo owned by Cap-
August MIDLAND.

When the President’s proclamation
reached Governor Jackson he answered
itin the most haughty and insulting terms.
He denounced the request as “illegal,
unconstitutional, revolutionary, inhuman
and diabolical.” He immediately con-
vened the legislature, in extra session, for
the undoubted purpose of taking some
pretended steps
whereby Missouri
might cast her des-
tiny with the Confed-
erate States. The
working out of this
conspiracy was found
tobe beset with many
difficulties.

state, to organize a
camp, named after
himself, in the west-
ern, part of the city
of St. Louis, appar-
ently as an ordinary
camp of instruction,
Here the militia of
the State were invit-
ed, and more than
two regiments, and a
battery or two, soon
assembled. The
United States flag
floated over the
camp, and there were
no visible indications
of disloyalty. Many
Unionists were there
in the ranks and as holiday spectators or
participants, ignorant of any disloyal pur-
pose of the leaders; but, as was thor-
oughly demonstrated afterwards, the
whole animating purpose and motive of
the leadership were in aid of the scheme
of projected secession and the capture of
the United States Arsenal at St. Louis.
Governor Jackson had dispatched two
commissioners to Jefferson Davis, Presi-
dent of the newly organized *Confeder-
ate States of America,” to secure aid, and

Governor Jackson

- had proceeded, un- .
der cover of the reg- .
ular militia law of the -
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BRIGADIER-GENERAL NATHANIEL LYON,
Killed at the battle of Wilson's Creek, near Springfield. Mo, August 10, 1861. With a force of 6,000 he attacked the Con-
federate Generals Price and McCulloch, over 22 000 strong. and had practically won a victory when he was killed while leading
the First Jowa Regimenttn a brilliant charge  He was in command at the arsenal, St. Louls, when he captured Camp Jack-

son, May 10, 1861, and then i

0ok p
ing to move on Camp Jacksou. The sketch is from a painting in the Senate at Jefferson City, Mo,

on the 23d of April, 1861, President Davis
returned the following reply:

After learning as well as [ could from the gen-
tlemen accredited to me what was most needful
for the attack on the arrenal, I have directed that
Captains Green and Duke should be furnished
with two xz-gounder howitzers and two 32-£ounder
guns, with the proper ammunition for each.

These, from the commanding hills, will be ef-
fective both against the garrison and to breach the
inclosing walls of the place. I concur with vou as
to the great importance of capturing the arsenal
and securing itssupplies. We look anxiovsly and
hopefully for the day when the Star of Missouri
shall be added to the Constellation of the Con-
federate States of America.®

So hopefully and confidently had Gov-
ernor Jackson written President Davis,
that Missouri began to be treated as Con-
federate territory.

Three days after Davis had sent his

*War R;cords.

of the State Capital. Grant met him as he was prepar-

reply to Jackson, the Confederate Secre-
tary of War, Walker, wrote to Governor
Jackson:

Can you arm and equip one regiment of in-
fantry for service in Virginia, to rendezvous at
Richmond? Transportation will be provided by
this Government. The regiment to’ elect its own
officers and must enlist for not less than twelve
months, unless sooner discharged.*.

This missive reached Governor Jack-
son on the 4th of May, and on the 5th he
answered it. Thelanguage gives a vivid
picture of the progress of the conspiracy:

Yours of the 26th ultimo, via Louisville, is re-
ceived. I have no legal authority to furnish the
men you desire.  Missouri, you know, is yet under
the tyranny of Lincoln’s government—so far, at
least, as forms go. We are woefully deficient here

in arms and cannot furnish them at present: but
so far as men are concerned we have plenty of

* War Records,
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