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The marble balustrade is exquisitely carved in elaborate perforated
work. At each corner of the roof Stands a marble kiosk with a
gilded dorne ; the ceiling was once composed of golden and silver

filagree work, for which the goldsmiths of Delhi are celebrated to the

present day. One side of the hall of private aadience commanded a

view of the whole interior of the fortress; another looks out upon the

palace gardens, which are still kept in great beauty; a third affords a

charming view of the river Jumna; while the fourth, which is closed,
rests upon the walls of the royal zenana. On the side that is closed

once stood the famous '^Peacock Throne," the admiration, if not the
envy, of the world in the days when the Mogul dynasty was at the

zenith of its splendor. It is thus described :

The throne was six feet long and four feet broad, composed of solid gold,
inlaid with precious genis. It was surmoimted by a gold canopy, supported
on twelve pillars of the same material. Around the canopy hung a fringe of

pearls ; on each side of tlie throne stood two chittahs or umbrellas, Symbols
of royalty, formed of crimson velvet, richly embroidered with gold thread

and pearls, and with handles of solid gold, eight feet long, slndded with

diamonds. The back of the throne was a representation of the expanded tail

of a peacock, the natural colors of which were imitated with sapphires,
rubies, emeralds, and other brilliant gems. Its value was estimated by
Tavernier, a French jeweler, who saw it in its perfection, at six millions of

pounds Sterling, or thirty millions of dollars.

A prolonged stay was made at the Kootuli-Minar, a fluted tower,
situated seven miles from the city, of rare beauty, and of such Singu-
lar construction that it is justly considered one of the wonders of the

land. The tower is 240 feet in height, and forms a circumference

of about 140 feet at the base, gradually tapering as it rises, until, at

the summit its diameter is not more than nine feet. It is divided
into five stories, at each of which there is a })rojecting balcony
which encircles the tower and adds to the grace of its proportions.
That the tower was constructed with a mathematical purpose is

belle ved by some antiquarians, as measurements made of its

different parts have revealed some stränge coincidences. Thus

the combined heights of the upper and lower stories, are just

equal to half that of the whole tower. The lower story is just
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twice the diameter, and five diameters is just equal to the height
of the building. The fluting which Ornaments each of the stories,

except the fourth, which is a piain cylinder, varies with each.
Thus in the first story it is convex in form ; in the second it
is circular ; in the third, angular; and in the iifth the exterior is about

equally divided between fluted and piain surface. A climb up a
Spiral staircase, containing 375 steps, took one or two of the travelers

to the snmmit of the tower, whence a grand view was had of the dis-

__ tant city, and of the ruined
citieS and monuments which

occupied the intervening
Space.

The interest which Delhi

possesses as one of the cen-
tres of the great struggle
known as the Indian mu

tiny, was too great for the
tourists not to seek some of
the Spots made famous in

the deadly struggle between

England and the Sepoys,
twenty-two years before.
Attended by an officer who

took part in the siege, Gen-
eral Grant stood within the

mutiny, was held by heroic

companies, against hundreds

HiNDOO TeMPLES AT BlNDBABUND.

rebuilt arsenal, which, during the

Lieutenant Willoughby and eight
of Sepoys, until, finding their position untenable, they touched off

the train they had prepared in readiness for the emergency and

exploded the magazine, killing no less than a thousand rebels. At
the Cashraere gate he saw the spot where two gallant young officers
marched boldly up to the walls of the city, and, under a shower of

balls, deposited the bags of powder with which the gate was blown

down to admit the besiegers. At different parts of the city he was
sliown localities where the struggle between the rebel garrison and

the British forco, which had just entered the city, waged most desper-
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ately ; the Moree and Cabool gates, where the English forces were

beaten back and the gallant Nicholson was slain ; the Cuttub Minar,

where the venerable Sepoy King surrendered to the English, on con-
dition that his life should be spared. These scenes, however, and

especially the narration of the terrible acts of retaliatory slaughter
which followed the recapture of the town, failed to excite an equal
interest with the more peaceful obiects which had been seen earlierin

the day, and the General being now a man of peace, was not sorry
when the time came that he could politely dispense with the atten-
tipns of his military chaperone.

The " Slaughter House," Cawnpore.

Calcutta was reached on the 28th of Februar3^ At the Station a
a Company of the Madras Fourteenth Regiment, with band and

colors, were drawn up in line on the platform, and at the bridge
the European Constabulary of the Calcutta police were posted.

Amongst the gentlemen who had collected on the platform
to receive the General, were: Captain Muir, Aide-de-Camp to the

Viceroy of India; Deputy Commissioner of Police Lambert; Gen-

eral Litchfield, the American Consul; Mr. R. McAllister; Mr. Fred.
Coke; Mr. Manockee Rustonyee and Son, and the Commanders of

several United States vessels in port. When the General stepped
from the carriage, the soldiers presented arms, and one of the gentle-
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men handed the General a letter from Nawab Abdul Gunny Meah, of

Dacca, inviting him to visit bis place. Tbe party were then driven to

the Government House, and as they neared it
,

a salute of twenty-one

guns was fired in honor of the General. A grand dinner party came
off in the evening, at which about fifty ladies and gentlemen — a select
and highly distinguished party—were present to meet the Ex-Presi-

dent. The toast of the Queen-Empress disposed of, Lord Lytton, the

Viceroy, proposed the health of the President of the United States,

coupling with it the name of General Grant in a very graceful
manner. The speech, as might have been expected from the author

of " Lucille," was excellent in both matter and manner. In its open-

The Government House and Treasurt, Caxcutta.

ing he adverted to the consanguineous bond which tied together the

English and American people, and took pride in the fact that it was

from that little Island in the Northern Seas that the race which had

planted colonies in all quarters of the globe had sprung. Becoming
less general in Ins allusion, he skillfully brought his remarks to bear

upon the distinguished American, who had just become his guest,

closing his speech with the following eloquent tribute :

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is neither cnstomary nor proper to couple the
name of any private individual, liowever eminent he may be, with toasts pro-

posed in honor of the ruling power of a sovereign State. I am not going to
infringe that rule ; and, as regarcls the rules of hospitality, I think you must
all feel that of hospitality and of sympathy the best expression is in deeds,

not words. I think, therefore, that it would be on my part au inhospitable
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deed if to this toast I added any words which would possibly require from
our honored guest the conventional formality of a reply. But, ladies and

gentlemen, this at least let me say betöre I sit down: General Ulysses
Grant, like his classic namesake, has seen men and eitles in almost every
part of the world, enlarging the genius of the statesman and the soldier by

the experience of the traveler. Let us hope that when he returns to that

great empire of the West, which he has once rescued and twice ruled, he will
at least take with him a kindly recollection of hisbrief sojourn in this empire
of the East, where his visit will long be remembered with gratification by
many sincere friends and well wishers. Ladies and gentlemen, I have now to
request that you will fill your glasses and drink with 'all honor to our last
toast this evening, "The President of the United States of America."

Bazaar on the Chitpore Road, Calcutta.

The General made a brief response, which closed the speech-mak-

ing of the evening, which afterwards was given up to social enjoy-
ment in which the Ex-President was the lion of the occasion.
The splendid opening to General Grant's Calcutta sojourn given by
the vice-regal banquet was followed by a succession of festivities, in

which the General displayed the same ability as a diner-out wliich he

had exhibited in London; and an ability to combine solid sight-seeing
with social enjoyment, which quite surprised the Anglo-Indians, who

hardly belle ved the Ex- President had the Constitution to do so much
Jiard work in their enervating climate.



230 GEisr. örant's touk.

The sight-seeing had to be accomplished, however, and, no matter
how exacting had been the social requirements of the evening before,
the General was up bright and early to enjoy a run round the city,
and see something new before the sun had gained its füll power.
The city of Calcutta had much that interested the travelers. The
largest as well as the most important centre of British commerce in
India, the metropolis of the land, it is situated on the river Hoogly,
an outlet of the Ganges, at about 100 miles distant from the sea. The
city itself is strikingly handsome, the appearance it presents from the

Part of the Palace op Akbar, Futtipoor-Sikra.

river being so magnificent as to justify the title of " City of Palaces
'^

which is frequently applied to it in the East. Among the public-
buildings visited, the new Government Offices on the Esplanade, and

the Post Office, met with the most favorable criticism at the hands of

the tourists. The latter building has a historical interest from the

fact, that part of its site Covers the ground on which stood the

"Black Hole of Calcutta," within which Surajah Dowlah, when he
captured Fort William in 1*756, locked up the garrison of 146 men.

The " black hole " was a room eighteen feet Square, with only two
small obstructed windows to let in the air. The agonies of thirst and

of suflFocation which the unfortunate Europeans suifered during that
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terrible night of the 18th of June, 1756, can not be described ; the

fact, that in the morning twenty-three ghastly forms crept from the

room over the putrescent corpses of their one hundred and twenty-

three companions, teils the tale. It is a terrible story of cruelty, in-
tentional or otherwise, and the obliteration of the place where the

hideous affair occurred was an act of wisdom.

Having exhausted the metropolis of Hindostan, the General took a

steamer with the intention of visiting British Burmah. Arrived at

Rangoon the General had another graiid reception. A couple of
British men of war were in the harbor, and they honored the

American with a salute and the ceremony of manning the yard
arms. The shipping in port put on their holiday attire, and on

shore the whole population of the city seemed to have poured out

to do the Ex- President honor. At the wharf, whose landing was
covered with scarlet cloth and ornamented with the American and

British Standards, the party were met by Mr. Aitcheson, the English
Commissioner, and Mr. Leishmann, the American Vice-Consul. A
delightful time was passed here, and the party would have lingered

longer in the land of the Brahmin, but time was speeding on, and

as the General had decided upon visiting Slam before going to China,

an earlier start was made than, perhaps, was agreeable to all parties
concerned.




