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PREFACE.

SiNCE the day upon which bis victory at Fort Donelson first

commended him to the confidence and regard of the American

people, General Grant has had the good fortune to constantly

occupy a large share of public attention. After the close of the

war he sought the retirement of private life, but the people willed

otherwise, and he became, for two successive terms, their President.

x\nd when, after sixteen years devoted to national duties — first as

the leading Soldier and then as the Chief Magistrate of the land —

Ulysses Simpson Grant sought, in the delights of foreign travel, a

pleasant and profitable relaxation of mind and body, he found tbat

the World at large had elected him representative of the American

nation, and proposed to do him honor accOrdingly.

The object of this volume is to describe the scenes and incidents

of that third term of office — to teil of the places he visited, of the

people he met, of the beautiful objects in art and nature which he

beheld, and of the honors which were paid him by the various

peoples whose guest he became, and who saw in him a modest

but worthy representative of that American Republic which, as

the Viceroy of India put it
,

"he had once rescued and twice

ruled."
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LIFE OF CxEN. U. S. GIUNT.

CHAPTER I.

LYSSES SIMPSON GRANT was born April 27, 1822,
on bis father's iarm at Point Pleasant, Clermont

county, Ohio, situated about twenty-five miles above

Cincinnati, on the Ohio river. His grandfather, too,

had been a farmer, and attracted by the superior

advantages of the Northwest Territory, he had, in 1799, moved with

his family from Pennsylvania to the fertile region where his famous

grandson was born twenty-three years later. At the time this
move was made, Jesse R. Grant, the father of Ulysses, was a

child of five years. Reared in Ohio, he left that State for Mays-
ville, Kentucky, at which place he learned the business of a

tanner, but which he left for Ohio because of his deep-rooted

antipathy to the System of slavery. After his return to Ohio, he

married and settled down in Clermont county, where he became
the father of the great military chieftain. However well the rough
and rugged life to which the boy Ulysses was born was calculated to

inspire in him those qualities of self-reliance and dogged perseverance
which he displayed even in his earliest youth, it must be confessed
that it presented but few educational advantages. Hence, when,
thanks to his own personal efforts, young Grant found himself, at the

age of eighteen, a successful applicant for a vacant cadetship at

West Point, he needed all his pluck and perseverance to sustain him in

the work for which he had had, in comparison with the bulk of his col-
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leagues, greatly inferior preparation. This fact, however, impelled him

to enter with the determination which commands success upon his va-

rious studies, and in 1843, after three years passed in the acqairement
of the various branches of a military education, including, besides the

manoeuvers, tactics and drill of war, fencing., drawing, riding, dancing,
science, mathematics, the modern languages, constitutional and inter-

national law, and engineering, he graduated with credit and in good

Standing, and was, in July, 1843, brevetted Second Lieutenant in the
Fourth Regulär Infantry. Ordered.to the Missouri frontier, he passed
two years in military service among the Indians, and in 1845 was

ordered to Corpus Christi, Texas, where General Zachary Taylor was

organizing a command to be employed against the Mexicans in settle-

ment of troubles arising from boundary-line disputes. In the war
which followed, Lieut. Grant was engaged in all the battles which took

place, except that of Buena Vista, conducting himself gallantly in

each engagement, and with such distinguished bravery on the fields

of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey and Chapultepec, that
his superiors in command made special mention of his Services. Pro-
motion followed; in 1847 he was appointed brevet Captain, the com-

mission dating from the day on \vhich the battle of Chapultepec was

fought, in which engagement he commanded a small party of infan-

try, which by a gallant dash at the enemy's left flank, carried the first
barrier which feil before the victorious Americans. In 1853 he was
promoted to a füll captaincy.
The Stern delights of war which he wooed to such advantage on

the fields of Mexico, were, however, in ^ad contrast to the monotony
which characterized the existence which the ensuing peace plunged
him into. Having, at the conclusion of the war, married Miss Julia
Dent, a sister of his class-mate. Major Frederic Dent, of the United

States army, and a daughter of Frederick Dent, Esq., a merchant of
St. Louis, the opportunities provided by garrison life were too few
and unpromising for so stirring a soul, and the young soldier decided
to resign his commission and seek in civil life the advancement

which a military career did not promise. Of the unromantic
period of life which lies between the close of his youthful successes,
and the opening of his later military career, but little of interest can


