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way to the door. But ceremony on the part of tlie Germans can not allow a

modest, unassuming entrance, for before he lias time to rtng, two liveried ser-

vants throw wide open the door, and the Ex-President passes into ^-«pacioas

marble hall. Of all the princes of the earth now living, even of the rulers
themselves, this Prince of Bismarck-Schoenhausen is the most renowued. It
is the Prince wlio comes through the opening portals, and, with both hands
extended, welcomes General Grant. You can not help but note that time lias
borne with a heavy hand on Bismarck within the past few years. The mus-
tache and hair, which but a few years ago were iron-gray, are now almost
white ; there is even some weariness iu the galt, a tired look about the face.
But there is not a line on that face which does not belong to our association
with Bismarck, for if ever true manhood, undaunted courage and overpower-
ing intellect were written on a man's features, they are all stamped on the
massive head of the German Chancellor. There is that lofty assertion of
Station which belongs only to men cast in this mould— those bold outlines
which teil of great brains, which make and unmake empires, and with all

that, the frank, intrepid, penetrating eye, with that firmly-knit mouth which
Shows the courage, the tenacity of the Saxon race Prince Bismarck wears
an officer's uniform, and, as he takes the General's hand, he says, " Glad to
welcome General Grant to Germany."
The General's reply is, that there is no incident in bis German tour more

interesting to him thän the opportunity of meeting the Prince. Prince Bis-
marck then expresses surprise at finding the General so young a man ; but
wlien comparison of ages is made, Prince Bismarck finds that the Ex-Presi-
dent is only eleven years his junior. One of the Prince's first questions was
about General Sheridan. "The General and I," said the Prince, "were fel-
low campaigners in France, and we became great friends."
General Grant said that he had had letters from Sheridan -recently, and he
was quite well.
" Sheridan," said the Prince, '* seemed to be a man of great ability."
"Yes," answered the General, "I regard Sheridan as not only one of the
great soldiers of our war, but one of the great soldiers of the world — as a man
who is fit for the highest commands. Ko better General ever lived than
Sheridan."
" I observed," said the Prince, "that he had a wonderfully quick eye. On
one occasion, I remember, the Emperor and his staff took up a position to
obscrve a battle. The Emperor himself was never near enough to the front—

was always impatient to be as near the fighting as possible. 'Well,' said
Sheridan to me as we rode along, *we shall never stay here. The enemy
will, in a sliort time, make this so untenable that we shall all be leaving in a
hurry. Then while the men are advancing, they will see us retreating.'
Sure enough, in an hour or so the cannon-shot began to plunge this way and
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that, ancl we saw we must leave. It was difficult to move the Emperor, how-
ever, but we all had to go, and," said the Prince, with a hearty laugh, " we
went rapidly, Sheridan had seen it from the beginning ; I wish I had so
quick an eye."
The General made a reference to the deliberations of the Congress, and
hoped there would be a peaccful result.
" That is my hope and belief," said the Prince; " that is all our interest in
the matter. We have no business with the Congress whatever, and are

attending to the business of others by calling a Congress. But Germany
wants peace and Europe wants peacc, and all our labors are to that ehd."'
The General asked how long the Congress would probably sit, and the
Prince answefed that he thought seven or eight more sittings would close the
Ijusiness. " I wish it were over," he said, " for Berlin is warm and I want to
leave it." The Prince said that another reason why he was sorry the Con-

gress was in Session was, that he could not take General Grant around and
Show him Berlin. He said the Emperor himself was disappointed in not
being able to see the General.
" His Majesty," said the Prince, "has been expecting you, and evinces the
greatest interest in your achievements, in the distinguished part you have
played in the history of your country, and in your visit to Germany. He
•commands me to say that nothing but his doctors' orders that he shall see no
■oneprevents his seeing you."
Prince Bismarck said the Emperor was especially sorry that he could not
in person show General Grant a review, and that the Crown Prince would

give him one.
" You are so happily placed," said the Prince, "in America that you need
fear no great wars. What.always seemed so sad to me about your last great
war was, that you were fighting your own people. That is always so terrible
in wars, so very hard."
i' But it had to be done," said the General.
" Yes," said the Prince, " you had to save the Union just as we had to save
■Germany."

"Not only to save the Union, but to deströy slavery," answered the General.
"I suppose, however, the Union was the real sentiment, the dominant
sentiment," said the Prince.
"In the beginning, yes," said the General; "but as soon as slavery fired
upon the flag it was feit, we all feit, even those who did not object to slaves,

that slavery must be destroyed. We feit that it was a stain to the Union that

men should be bought and sold like cattle."
" I suppose if you had had a large army at the beginning of the war," said
the Prince, " it might have been ended in a much shorter time?"
" We might have had no war at all," said the General, " but we can not teil.
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Our war had many stränge features. There were many things which seemed
odd enoiigti at the time, but which now seem providential. If we had had a
large regulär army, as it was then constituted, it might have gone with the South.
In fact, the Southern feeling in the army.among high officers was so strong
that wlien the war broke out the army dissolved. We had no army. Then
we had to organize one. A great Commander like Sherman or Sheridan even
then might have organized an army and put down the rebellion in six
months or a year, or at the farthcst two years. But that would have saved
slavery, perhaps, and slavery meant the germs of new rebellion. There had

to be an end of slavery. Then we were fighting an enemy with wliom we
could not make a peace. We had to destroy him. No Convention, no treaty
was possible—only destruction.*' •
" It was a long war," said the Prince, " and a great work well done, and I
suppose it means a long peace V"
"I believe so," said the General.

The Inner Haven, -vvith Spibe of the Church of St. Nicolas, Hamburg.

The interview over, the Prince and the Ex-President walked

together to the door, and shook hands as they parted. In the even-
ing General Grant said that his estimate of Bismarck had been fully
borne out by the man in almost every particular. A journey of
175 miles brought the party from Berlin to Hamburg, the chief
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commercial city of Germany, which, situated on the north bank of

the river Elbe, seventy-five miles from the German ocean, possesses
a Situation offering rare commercial facilities which have been

fully improved. The Elbe here is a handsome, deep river, containing^
several lovely Islands, between which and the city runs a navigable

Channel of from three

hundred to seven hun- - i

dred and fifty feet in

width, which serves as

the harbor. The river is

cut up by canals and

the river Alster which

here joins the Elbe, and

for the crossing of the

various waters sixty

bridges have been built,

mnny of them remark-

able for their graceful

iproportions. The trade

of the city branches out

in all directions of the

World, and the intiraate

commercial relations ex-

isting between Hamburg

and the leading cities of

United States had a

great deal to do with

making the stay of the

party a pleasant one.

Very frequently the General and other members of the little traveling

Community were disappointed, on arriving at a place, to find that the

newspapers which they expected to await them had not turned

up. Here, however, were to be found all the leading American

dailies —the reading of which proved a treat which lasted during
their sojourn.
The pleasure experienced by the party at Hamburg was in a large

Tower of the Church of St. James, andHouses of
THE 16th and 17th Centüries, Hamburg.

>
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measure due to the untiring efForts of the American Counsul, J. M.
Wilson, who devoted himself to securing the comfort, of the party
and to showing them all that was to be seen in the place. In his

guidance the General, the day after his arrival, took a sail in a steamer

among the city's docks, whose ships were ablaze with bunting in

honor of his jpresence. In the evening he attended a dinner at the
Zoological Gardens, given in his honor by the Senate.

The following day was the fourth of July—the second which the
General häd spent away from his home since his start on his travels.

The day was devoted to delights patriotic, at the country residence of

the Vice-Consul, Mr. J. R. Macdonald. In the evening a party of
thirty Americans— ladies and gentlemen —sat down, under the presi-
dency of the Consul, to do gastronomic honor to the day. The

toast of the evening was, of course, the health of the Ex-President,

and, inasmuch as.the General had been doing but very little speaking
of late, and the speech he made in response was a gern in its way—

both in its matter and style —it must be reproduced in its entirety.
General Grant said :

•

Mk. Consul and Friends : I am much obliged to you for the kind man-
ner in which you driuk my health. I shall join with you in all the pleasure
and gratitude which Americans so far from home should feel on this anniver-

sary. But I must dissent from one remark of our Consul, to the effect that I
saved the country duriug the recent war. If our country could he saved or
ruined by the efForts of any one man, we should not have a country, and we
should not be now celebrating our Fourth of July. There are many men
who would have done far better than I did under the circumstances in which
I found myself during the war. If I had never held command ; if I had
fallen; if all our Generals had fallen, there were ten thousand behind us who
would have done our work just as M^ell,who would have followed the contest
to the end, and never surrendered the Union. Therefore, it is a mistake and
a reflection upon the people to attribute to me, or to any number of us who
held high commands, the salvation of the Union. We did our work as well
as we could, and so did hundreds of thousands of others. We deserve no
credit for it, for we should have been unworthy of our country and of the
American name if we had not made every sacrifice to save the Union. What
saved the Union was the Coming forward of the young men of the nation.

They came from their homes and fields, as they did in the time of the Revo-
lution, giving everything to their country. To their devotion we owe the
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Valvation of the Union. The bumblest soldier who carried a musket is
«ntitled to as much credit for the results of the war as those who were in
<jommand. So long as our young men are animated by this spirit there will
be no fear for the Union.

On the feUawifl^ day the partj departed from Hamburg, their
objective poirit being Copenhagen.





CHAPTER XIII.

The trip to Denmark — Copenhagen and Its Institiitidns — Sweden and Norway — Gölten ■

bürg— Christiania — Stockholm .

O those who uphold the theoiy that nations, like all
other mundane institutions, have their day, and that,
their day over, they fall into a sere and yellow leaf as
inevitable as the gray hair which comes with age, the

present condition of Denmark must be a source of satis-
faction, A thousand years ago the Dane first made his name terrible
in those historic incursions upon the coasts of England and Scotland

which, though stoutly resisted, ended in the subjugation of England,
while at the same time Norway also feil under the same yoke. Three
<jenturies later, Margaret, a descendant of Canute, united Denmark,

Norway and Sweden under one yoke, a grand combination which

ruled over Northwestern Europe for over 100 years, when the gallant
Swede, Gustavus Vasa, secured a dissolution of the Union. . Terrible

fighters they were, those Danes, on sea and shore, in those days, but

now what is left ? Only the upper end of that peculiar peninsula of

Jutland—just about enough territory for a King to swear by—a neat
little Naboth's vineyard, at which more than one European Ahab is

<}asting his eye. Small though the territory is
, it has a King, and,

what is more important, a city with a history and institutions well

worthy a visit by the American tourists. Hence, when they bade

farewell to the land of the blue-eyed Teu ton, they did so with the

Intention of making a friendly call at little Denmark, as they made

their way to the great Northern peninsula. The journey to Copen-
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