
US Grant Camp 68 SUVCW 
Meeting – Frailey’s Grill 
I-55 and Butler Hill Rd 

11 Jan 2016 
 

Present: Marty Aubuchon, Bob Aubuchon, Mark Coplin, Walt Busch, John Palmer, Don Palmer, Jim 
Stebbings, Don Alwine, Mike Hudson, Bob Petrovic, John Pennington, Bob Amsler and Father Vincent 
Heier. 
 
Opening Ceremonies at 1904 by Commander Mark Coplin 
 
November and December 2015 Minutes read and verbally approved.  Secretary and Treasurer’s reports 
read.  Motion to Approve with Treasurer’s report being subject to audit by Don Palmer, 2nd by Vincent 
Heier.  Passes with John Palmer voting nay. 
 
Commander’s report –  
 Thanks for electing me a third time 
 Continued working on badge order – 4 mailed out since November meeting 
 Thanks to Walt for work on Unionist 
 Reviewed our current website and see it needs to be brought up to speed.  Facebook page looks  
  good. 
 Concern over effort to remove monument in Forest Park.  Read proposed letter to Mayor Slay. 
 Motion by Bob Amsler to approve sending letter with some edits done prior to sending (see 

 original attached).  2nd Don Palmer.  Passes 
 Concerning this and future communiques – No officer is to send communiques under his title to  
  People outside our camp without first obtaining the camp’s approval.  Motion by Bob  
  Amsler and Second by Don Palmer.  Passes 
 
No Senior Vice Commander Report.   
 
Junior Vice Commander Report. – Bob Aubuchon reports contacting proposed new members about 
meeting and sending them e-mails. 
 
Trivia Held (See Attached) 
 
Department – Discussion over Vicksburg monument and its funding.  Discussion about seeking attorney 
to move effort.   
 
No Old Business 
 
New Business:  2016 Calendar 
 
2-28 Sherman Day - Calvary  4-16 Lincoln Day Springfield  5-30 Memorial Day – 
JB 
7-23 Grant Day – White Haven 8-19 56th USCT Ceremony – JB 
 
Meeting Closed at 2005 hours with prayer by Father Heier. 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



US Grant Camp 68 SUVCW 
Meeting – Frailey’s Grill 
I-55 and Butler Hill Rd 

8 Feb 2016 
 

Present: Mark Coplin, Walt Busch, Bob AuBuchon, Robert Amsler, John Avery, Martin Aubuchon, Mike 
Hudson, Bob Petrovic, John Pennington and Father Vincent Heier 
 
Opening Ceremony led by Commander Mark Coplin at 1900 hrs. 
 
No reading of minutes or reports since I forgot them. 
 
Commander’s Report –  
 Sent finalized letter regarding the Confederate Monument at Forest Park to Mayor Slay and 
  Price Camp SCV Commander Ray Cobb.  No reply from either. 
 Ordered some name badges from Arch Engraving 
 Rec’d e-mail about Vicksburg Monument – NPS has acquired funds to restore the Missouri  
  Monument (other than the funds held by Missouri DNR). Monument should be restored 
  By summer 2016.  NPS would like a ceremony. 
 
Senior Vice Commander report – request pray for Granddaughter ‘Harper’ due to leukemia.     
 
Junior Vice Commander report – delivered Boy Scout Patch to James Egbert                                                               
 
Department report – Marty mentions Wayne Sampson’s passing.  Coplin brought up discussion between 
him and Walt before the meeting that to honor him we should petition the Department to rename the 
Show-Me Spirit Award to the Wayne Sampson Show Me Spirit Award.  Motion by Walt, Second by John 
Avery.  Passes.  Mark Coplin to prepare our petition. 
 
Marty mentioned that the commander-in-chief is not coming to the encampment June meeting and is 
sending Don Shaw.  Marty also reminds us of the upcoming department meeting on March 12. 
 
National Report – Walt mentioned issue with the Banner and that it is two issues behind.  He also 
mentioned that the Council just voted our dual member, Jim Pahl, as editor.  Walt also mentioned the 
issue that encampment registration is having conflicts with the Department of Illinois and to look for an 

e-mail about registering. 
 
Civil War Trivia Attached 
 
Father Heier then gave a book report on the following book from the diary 
of an artist who kept copious notes when interviewing 40 Generals who 
modeled for him: 

Generals in Bronze: Interviewing the Commanders of the Civil War  

by William B. Styple (Editor)  
It has been said of this book that it contains so much intimate detail about 
people from history that it borders on delicious gossip.  

http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/84720.Generals_in_Bronze
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/48480.William_B_Styple


Hardcover, 314 pages 
Published September 15th 2005 by Belle Grove Publishing Company (first published September 2005)  
ISBN 1883926181 (ISBN13: 9781883926182)  
 
Cher Petrovic volunteered to give her presentation regarding Ironclads to the group this next meeting. 
Walt to bring projector. 
 
Old Business 
 
2-28 Sherman Day - Calvary  4-16 Lincoln Day Springfield   5-30 Memorial Day – JB 
7-23 Grant Day – White Haven 8-19 56th USCT Ceremony – JB 
 
No info about ROTC awards.  Some assignments made for presenters.  John Avery and Marty 
volunteering.  Mark Coplin to get with Dan Jackson to see what is up. 
 
New Business: 
 
Need to update calendar and website. 
 
Closing: 2015 with prayer led by Father Heier. 
 

 
 



US GRANT CAMP #68 Treasurer Report  as of 02/10/16 

 

1/4/2016 3689 Pennington 2016 Dues & SVR 38.00     

1/4/2016 5974 
Wattenberg 2016 Dues & SVR + 

Donation 
50.00     

1/4/2016 7915 Soucy 2016 Dues 35.00     

1/4/2016 Cash Heier 2016 Dues & SVR 38.00     

1/4/2016 Cash Bob Aubuchon 2016 Dues & SVR 40.00     

1/4/2016 Cash 
Amsler SVR Dues and SVR 

Donation 
7.00     

1/4/2016 Cash 
Marty Aubuchon 2016 Dues & 

SVR 
40.00     

1/5/2016 221 
Arch Engraving for invoice 
617251 hasn’t cleared yet 

  -30.40 -30.40 

1/11/2016 998 Alwine 2016 Dues & SVR 38.00     

1/11/2016 228 Hudson 2016 SVR & Dues 38.00     

1/11/2016 5332 
Palmer & Palmer 2016 Dues & 

SVR 
78.00     

1/12/2016 339 Hinderberger 2016 Dues 35.00     

1/12/2016 1188 Stebbings 2016 Dues 35.00     

1/13/2016 902 Ken Roberts 2016 Dues 35.00     

1/14/2016 4906 Hunter 2016 Dues & SVR 38.00     

2/2/2016 3301 Gary Speer for badge 11.00     

2/8/2016 4682 Coplin 2016 Dues & SVR 38.00     

2/8/2016 3112 Petrovic 2016 Dues & SVR 38.00     



2/8/2016 Cash James Egbert 2016 Dues   35.00     

2/8/2016 1346 SVR Dues for 2 Kriesers 6.00     

2/16/2016 DEP Deposit from Above     718.50 

2/10/2016 2564 
Walt Busch converting $160 

Cash from above to send thru 
mail 

160.00     

2/10/2016 Cash 
Walt Busch converting $160 

Cash from above to send thru 
mail 

  -160.00   

  
TOTALS 19,038.62 -17,335.31 1,472.85 

   

TOTAL 
Check & 
Savings 

 
1,472.85 

Committed 
Funds 

    
   

SVR Fund $184.51 
   

Total $184.51 
 

 
 

      

TOTAL MONEYS    
   

Total Checking  $1,472.85 
   

Undeposited Funds    
   

Total $1,472.85 
   

Committed Funds $184.51 
   

2016 Needs for 
National/State Dues  

$493.00 
17 

members 
so far X $29 

  

Uncommitted Funds $795.34 
   

 



US Grant Camp 68 

Meeting Minutes 

Frailey͛s Grill, I-55 & Butler Hill Rd. 

14 Mar 2016 

Opening Ceremony at 1905 

Roll Call:  Mark Coplin, Donald Palmer, Bob Petrovic, Walt Busch, John Avery, Fr Heier showed up at 

1922. 

Minutes of February meeting read and on motion of John Avery with second by Don Palmer approved. 

Secretary and Treasurer͛s Reports read and on motion of John Avery and second by Don Palmer 

approved with the Treasurer͛s report subject to audit. 

Commander͛s Report 

a. Sent a resolution to the department commander about our wanting the Show Me Spirit 

Award to be renamed the Wayne Sampson Show Me Spirit Award. (Letter attached) 

b. Ordered 3 more name badges from Arch Engraving 

c. Rec͛d e-mail from Vicksburg that work on the Missouri Monument has started.  They have 

yet to look at the extras  to determine how much will be needed to complete the project 

fully. 

d. Attended Sherman Remembrance at Cavalry Cemetery 

e. E-mailed Bro Jackson regarding the ROTC awards.  Have not heard back from him. 

No reports given by the SVC or JVC. 

Department info:  Walt talked about the department meeting that was just held.  By-Laws are being 

reviewed and June 4 the department encampment will be held in St. Fenton. 

National Report:  Council of Administration to meet in April.  PCinC Pahl, a dual member of our camp, is 

the new editor of the Banner. 

Trivia was then presented. 

Cher Petrovic, president of our auxiliary, recently gave a talk at the St Louis Civil War Roundtable about 

James Eads.   She then gave us a truncated version of her talk with powerpoint. 

Old Business: 

 Grant Remembrance Day on July 23 

 Lincoln Remembrance Day ʹ April 12 



 Memorial Day ʹ May 30th.  Walt says we have money for a horse but we need to really start 

watching it.  Mark suggested sending out e-mail to members to see if any willing to donate toward horse 

/hearse for the event.   [He sent it out after meeting and Bro. Carl Wattenberg Jr responded with a $200 

donation for that purpose] So, we will have a horse and hearse. 

 56th Colored Infantry Ceremony on Friday, August 19 at 10am 

 ROTC Awards ʹ John Avery talked with Major at LaFayette.  Mark Coplin trying to in touch with 

our ROTC officer Dan Jackson about events, medals, and paperwork but so far unsuccessful. 

New Business: 

 Walt  presented e-mail from a man wanting a Civil War program in a St Charles Old Folks Home.  

Mark Coplin said he would correspond with the person inquiring. 

 John Avery advised he is the president of the Lincoln Funeral Procession will occur once again in 

May (see upcoming Unionist for details0> 

Closing Ceremonies led by Fr. Heier with prayer.  2010 hrs. 







US Grant Camp 68 

Meeting Minutes 

Frailey’s Grill, I-55 & Butler Hill Rd. 

14 Mar 2016 

Opening Ceremony at 1905 

Roll Call:  Mark Coplin, Donald Palmer, Bob Petrovic, Walt Busch, John Avery, Fr Heier showed up at 

1922. 

Minutes of February meeting read and on motion of John Avery with second by Don Palmer approved. 

Secretary and Treasurer’s Reports read and on motion of John Avery and second by Don Palmer 

approved with the Treasurer’s report subject to audit. 

Commander’s Report 

a. Sent a resolution to the department commander about our wanting the Show Me Spirit 

Award to be renamed the Wayne Sampson Show Me Spirit Award. (Letter attached) 

b. Ordered 3 more name badges from Arch Engraving 

c. Rec’d e-mail from Vicksburg that work on the Missouri Monument has started.  They have 

yet to look at the extras  to determine how much will be needed to complete the project 

fully. 

d. Attended Sherman Remembrance at Cavalry Cemetery 

e. E-mailed Bro Jackson regarding the ROTC awards.  Have not heard back from him. 

No reports given by the SVC or JVC. 

Department info:  Walt talked about the department meeting that was just held.  By-Laws are being 

reviewed and June 4 the department encampment will be held in St. Fenton. 

National Report:  Council of Administration to meet in April.  PCinC Pahl, a dual member of our camp, is 

the new editor of the Banner. 

Trivia was then presented. 

Cher Petrovic, president of our auxiliary, recently gave a talk at the St Louis Civil War Roundtable about 

James Eads.   She then gave us a truncated version of her talk with powerpoint. 

Old Business: 

 Grant Remembrance Day on July 23 

 Lincoln Remembrance Day – April 12 



 Memorial Day – May 30th.  Walt says we have money for a horse but we need to really start 

watching it.  Mark suggested sending out e-mail to members to see if any willing to donate toward horse 

/hearse for the event.   [He sent it out after meeting and Bro. Carl Wattenberg Jr responded with a $200 

donation for that purpose] So, we will have a horse and hearse. 

 56th Colored Infantry Ceremony on Friday, August 19 at 10am 

 ROTC Awards – John Avery talked with Major at LaFayette.  Mark Coplin trying to in touch with 

our ROTC officer Dan Jackson about events, medals, and paperwork but so far unsuccessful. 

New Business: 

 Walt  presented e-mail from a man wanting a Civil War program in a St Charles Old Folks Home.  

Mark Coplin said he would correspond with the person inquiring. 

 John Avery advised he is the president of the Lincoln Funeral Procession will occur once again in 

May (see upcoming Unionist for details0> 

Closing Ceremonies led by Fr. Heier with prayer.  2010 hrs. 

TREASURER REPORT 

Committed Funds     
  

    
  

SVR Fund $217.51 
  

Total $217.51 
  

     
TOTAL MONEYS     

  
Total Checking  $2,024.06 

  
Undeposited Funds  $73.00 

  
Total $2,097.06 

  

     
Committed Funds $217.51 

  

2016 Needs for National/State 
Dues  

$870.00 

30 non-life 
members 
so far X 

$29 
 

Uncommitted Funds $1,009.55 
  

 

 

SEC RETARY REPORT 

Following have not renewed and are being dropped this week: 

Barney Combs, Jim Hubbard, John McAtee, and David Marshall. 

Greg Wolk, MCWHF, has a program at White Haven same day as our ceremony.  Need to coordinate. 



Secretary Report: 

Form 27 filed with State – Lost only 2 members – John McAtee and James Hubbard 

Date                              Item       Description                                         Money IN    Money OUT    BANK ACTION 

4/1/2016 Dep DEPOSIT     311.00 

4/11/2016 5829 Harold Hunt Dues 35.00   Needs Card 

4/11/2016 3556 Dan Jackson Dues & SVR 38.00   Needs Card 

4/11/2016 882 Vandevender Name Tag 12.50     

4/11/2016 1605 Harper Name Tag 12.50     

4/12/2016 222 
Dept of Mo SUVCW - Per 

Capita 
  -870.00 -870.00 

4/11/2016 146 
Marty Aubuchon - Reimburse 

SVR Dues 
  -123.00 -123.00 

4/15/2016 DEP Deposit above     98.00 

4/15/2016 2067 Combs Dues & SVR 38.00   NEEDS CARD 

4/18/2016 DEP Deposit       

4/18/2016 223 
SUVCWMO - Per Capita 

Combs 
  -29.00 -29.00 

4/24/2016 3553 Marshall's Dues 35.00     

5/3/2016 224 
SUVCWMO -Per Capita 

Marshal 
  -29.00 -29.00 

5/5/2016 DEP Deposit     35.00 

  
TOTALS 19,038.62 

-
17,335.31 

1,106.06 

   

TOTAL 
Check & 
Savings 

 
1,106.06 

Committed Funds     
   

SVR Fund $343.51 
   

Total $343.51 
   

TOTAL MONEYS     
   

Total Checking  $1,106.06 
   

Undeposited Funds    
   

Total $1,106.06 
   

Committed Funds $343.51 
   

Uncommitted Funds $762.55 
   

 



US Grant Camp 68 
April 11 2016 Meeting 

Frailey’s Grill 
I-55 & Butler Hill Rd 

 
Roll Call:  Don Palmer, Mark Coplin, Bob Petrovic, John Avery, Marty Aubuchon, Bob Aubuchon, Mike 
Hudson, John Pennington, Walt Busch, guest David Kanter, and at 1922 hrs Fr. Heier 
 
Opening Ceremony led by Mark Coplin at 1902 hrs 
 
Reading and approval of March minutes on voice vote. 
Reading and approval of Secretary & Treasurer reports on voice vote with treasurer report subject to 
audit. 
 
Commander’s Report: 
 Mailed out 3 more name badges 
 Rec’d badge order – waiting for another to process 
 Will be attending Lincoln Ceremony this weekend 
No SVC or JVC reports. 
 
Department report – Unionist out, we got the Wayne Sampson Award name change we recommended 
through, need registrations for Encampment in June. 
 
National Report:  Marty Aubuchon reports sent in Missouri report for the Council of Administration 
meeting.  Also updates on National Encampment for 2019 to be held in Branson.  Bob Petrovic and Ed 
Krieser are the committee in charge. 
 
No trivia tonite. 
 
Brother John Avery reports that on June 4 there will be a mock funeral of Capt Skinker at Belle Fontaine 
Cemetery by the Mourning Society of St Louis.  Walt reminded that that is the dept encampment 
weekend. 
 
Old Business 
 23rd July – Grant Death Day to be worked out for another event that same day at White Haven 
involving the Grant Symposium 
 Lincoln Death Day in Springfield – many of the camp on line to attend 
 Memorial Day – May 30 – Hearse – Carl Wattenberg of our camp donated $200 so we can use 
the hearse.  Hearse money to go to John.  Don Palmer to present speech on the GAR 
 56th Colored Infantry Ceremony in August – no new news. 
 ROTC – still need to get info from Bro Jackson. 
  Medals and Certificateds needed 
 
New Business 
 None 
 
Good of the Order – Commander wants to know if anyone would like to present a program next month.  
John Avery volunteered, however, Walt forgot the projector. 
 
Closing Ceremony at 2010 hrs. 



US Grant Camp 68 

May 9 2016 Meeting 

Frailey͛s Grill, I-55 7 Butler Hill Road 

 
Roll Call: Mark Coplin, Don Palmer, Walt Busch, John Palmer, Bob Aubuchon, Bob Petrovic, 

Martin Aubuchon, John Avery, Mike Hudson, Jim Stebbings, and at 1922 hrs ʹ Fr Heier. 

 

Opening Ceremony 1905 led by Commander Coplin 

 

April minutes approved on motion by John Avery. 

Secretary & Treasurer͛s reports approved on motion from Mike Hudson with Treasurer report 

subject to audit. 

 

Commander͛s Report ʹ  

 Mailed out 2 badges 

 Attended Lincoln Ceremony in Springfield ʹ ͞not as big as I remember͟ 

 Putting together a GAR uniform for Memorial Day 

 Wrote letters to the Post-Dispatch, The Call, Suburban Journal about  

  Memorial Day event and posted to the Post-Dispatch on line calendar 

 

No Senior Vice Report 

 

Junior Vice Report:  Bob Aubuchon reports has a bugler for Memorial Day and also for the 

White Haven event in July. 

 

Department Report: Martin reports the encampment is June 4.  Walt reports not many signed 

up yet.  Reviewed the proposed by-law change and voted to support it.  2019 We will hold the 

national encampment in Branson.   Ed Krieser and Bob Petrovic are the committee to prepare 

for it. 

 

National Report:  None 

 

Civil War Trivia:  See attached 

 

Old Business: 

 Grant Death Day ʹ 23 July 10 AM ʹ Will not be working with Greg Wolk͛s group on it as 

  Our goals are too separate.  Don to give a history of the GAR, John Avery to be 

  Master of Ceremonies 

 Memorial Day ʹ May 30 ʹ Donation by Carl Wattenberg and by Bob Aubuchon along  

  with $25 tip money given to John Avery to cover the horse/hearse.  Don will be 

  giving the presentation 

 56th USCT Ceremony ʹ 19 Aug 10AM ʹ Nothing new 

 ROTC Awards ʹ we missed the timing to nominate a most outstanding cadet.  Walt  

  Reported that Jack Grothe gave out the U City one we issued. 

 



New Business: 

 Mark Coplin wants to bring back formal initiation and issuing of member certificates.   

  This was moved by John Avery and 2
nd

 by Marty Aubuchon and passes; however, 

  Cards will still be issued to members who do not show up at meetings  and they 

  Will be members. 

 Lineage Fair at St Louis County Library on June 18 at 10am.  Don, Walt and Mark all  

  Agreed to work a SUVCW table.  Others welcome. 

 Don made a resolution (attached) that we (National SUVCW) support National Park  

  Service by giving funds for preservation projects to aid in our being a 501c3. 

  Don wants our department to vote on it at the upcoming encampment and have 

  It presented at the 2016 National Encampment 

  Walt suggested all battlefields/historic sites and not just NPS ones.  Motion by  

  Mike Hudson to vote to approve and modify as needed.  Walt seconded and it  

  passes.  

 

Good of the Order: 

 Father Heier reports 5/25/16 the St Louis Civil War Roundtable will host a talk on the 

  Marines at Harper͛s Ferry 

 Bob Petrovicv suggested sending the Grant Coins Ad to Greg Wolk and see if we can get  

  it published in the Grant Symposium booklet [ Email sent 5/11/16] 

 Martin Aubuchon said that this Sunday is an Eagle Scout court of honor on Grand Ave. ʹ 

  If interested get with Marty. 

 

Cmdr Coplin had Fr Heier close with prayer at 2040 hrs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 





US Grant Camp #68 

Meeting Minutes 

July 11, 2016 

Frailey’s Grill, I-55 & Butler Hill Rd 
 
Present: Commander Mark Coplin, Bob Petrovic, Robert Aubuchon, Martin Aubuchon, Mike 
Hudson, Don Alwine, John Avery, John Palmer, Don Palmer & Walt Busch.  After 7:15 PM also 
Father Heier 
 
Meeting opened at 7:02 PM with opening prayer and pledge of allegiance conducted by 
Commander Coplin. 
 
Reading of May Minutes. Motion to approve by Bob Petrovic and 2nd by Martin Aubuchon. 
Passes 
Treasurer’s Report and Secretary Report read and motion to approve by Bob Petrovic with 2nd 
by Martin Aubuchon with Treasurer report subject to audit, Passes 
 
Commander’s Report 
 Mailed out one name badge.  Planning to increase badge price to $15 incl postage 
 Attended Lineage Fair with other members at County Library.  Several people showed  
 Interest in the Allied Orders.  [one has since been in contact with Walt] 
 Sent e-mails to the administrators of Shiloh and Pea Ridge.  Have yet to hear back from  
 either about monuments in need 
 
Senior Vice Commander Report – Mike Hudson – Nothing 
 
Junior Vice Commander Report – Bob Aubuchon – May 22 at Vicksburg, June 16 – attended 
Fletcher Camp Ceremony, July 5th – Cleaned up Inks Cemetery.  Also contacted Hecker Camp about 
assisting at Grant Remembrance Day 
 
Department Report – Nothing 
National Report – Don Palmer advised that the Vicksburg Ceremony will be held on the Saturday 
of Memorial Day weekend 2017.  Don, Walt, Bob P, Jim Pahl, Marty Aububchon, Mark Coplin, 
John Palmer are all planning to attend the National Encampment in Springfield, IL 
 
Trivia then held – See attached 
 
Old Business – 

A. Grant Remembrance Day – July 23rd 9am – Grant National Historic Site, Affton MO –  
 Final Arrangements made. 

 B. 56th Colored Infantry Ceremony August 12 9:30 am  at Jefferson Barracks – Bob  
  Aubuchon and Mike Hudson planning to attend [ended up being cancelled this year] 
 C.  Follow up on the Confederate Flag – the VA has ruled that Confederate flags can still be  
  Place atop graves in National Cemeteries. 

D.   Jim Stebbings –suggested having funds (award) for kid with the best Civil War/patriotic  
 article. 



 
New Business 
 A.  ROTC Coordinator – Is Dan Jackson still interested or do we need a new one.  Still 
    Trying to find out.  John Avery is willing to take on the task. 
 B.  Good of the Order -  Media presentation for September?  - Not determined. 

C.  FYI – SAR members saw our program at Jefferson Barracks for Memorial Day and liked  
 it. –  Future Cooperation? 

 
Closing Ceremonies – Prayer by Father Heier – 8:10 PM 
 
 

Trivia — Civil War - June 2016 
 
1. William Tecumseh Sherman — Who was Tecumseh? 
 
2. Which old friends from before the war tragically faced each other’s forces at  
 the Angle in Gettysburg? 
 
3. For which Union general is a tonsorial style named? 
 
4. Who was the youngest Union general? 
 
5. Who was known as “the Fighting Bishop”? 
 
6. What Union officer later accepted the surrenders of Native American leaders 
Geronimo and Chief Joseph? 
 
7. What Confederate officer was executed after the war’s end for his actions 
during the war? 
 
8. Can you name all Union army commanders in the order they served? 
 
9. What did the Rains brothers do for the South? 
 
10. Who was the South’s chief ordnance officer for the entire war? 
 
 
 
 
 



September Secretary & Treasurer’s Report 
 
 
September 28 – St Louis Civil War Roundtable – Topic: Myth of the Lost Cause 
(should be a good talk) . They meet starting at 5:30 at the Royale Orleans on 
Telegraph Rd. 
 
Unionist Newsletter to be out Sep 30.  Send in pictures and articles NOW. 
 
Still needing Don to provide me link info for Grant Camp website to new server.  
Or I have to pay more for godaddy to continue providing web account 
 
I’ve moved our files for Grant Camp.org & com over to the Department account 
for backup storage.  Once we go on line with John’s new website, we ought to pay 
a little money each year for the department website support. 
 
Paid out the following to continue our owning the domains grantcamp.org and 
grantcamp.com also for one more month of web hosting until John’s program 
takes over.  Request for reimbursement 
 

 
08/24/2016  Dnh*godaddy.com 480-5058855 Az 

   
$28.16  

  

 
08/24/2016  Dnh*godaddy.com 480-5058855 Az 

   
$12.42  

  

     TOTAL  Reimburse Request 40.58 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Treasurer Report 

DATE ITEM DESCRIPTION 
Amount 
Rec'd 

Amount 
Paid Out 

Montgomery  

     
10,408,347 

1/5/2016 221 
Arch Engraving for invoice 

617251 
  -30.40 -30.40 

7/12/2016 226 
Arch Engraving Invoices 

72745 & 72098 
  -38.00 -38.00 

7/12/2016 Cash Sell SUVCW Medal 22.00     

7/25/2016 271 
Dept of Mo - Reimburse 
overpay on per capita 

29.00     

7/25/2016 Cash 
To Walt Busch to execute 

cash check conversion 
  -22.00   

7/25/2016 2653 
Walt Busch Check to cover 

$22 Cash payment for 
member badge 

22.00     

7/29/2016 DEP DEPOSIT     51.00 

8/12/2016 227 
National Quartermaster - 96 
Mem Cards and Large Ritual 

Book for Cmdr 
  -23.00 -23.00 

8/14/2016 228 
National Quartermaster - 

Scout Items  
  -30.50 -30.50 

8/14/2016 Cash 
Sale of Grant Coin set to Joe 

Hall 
50.00     

9/2/2016 DEP Deposit     50.00 

  
TOTALS 19,038.62 

-
17,335.31 

1,133.86 

      

   

TOTAL 
Check & 
Savings 

 
1,095.86 

Committed Funds     
   

    
   

SVR Fund $97.51 
   

Total $97.51 
   

      
TOTAL MONEYS     

   
Total Checking  $1,133.86 

   
Undeposited Funds    

   
Total $1,133.86 

   

      
Committed Funds $97.51 

   
 
 
 



US Grant Camp 68 
Meeting Minutes 12 Sep 2016 

Frailey’s Grill 
I-55 & Butler Hill Rd 

Present: Mark Coplin, Don Palmer, Don Alwine, Bob Aubuchon, Bob Petrovic, John Avery, Marty 
Aubuchon, Jim Stebbings, Walt Busch 
 
Opening Ceremony – 1900 led by Comdr Coplin 
Reading and Approval of Minutes – Motion by John Avery and 2nd by Don Alwine. Passes 
Review and approval of Secretary and Treasurer Report – Motion by John Avery and 2nd by Don Alwine. 
Passes. Reimbursement of Walt for Website fees. Motion by Marty Aubuchon and second by Don 
Palmer, Passes. 
 
Commander’s Report: 
 Spoke at Grant Remembrance Day 23 Jul at White Haven 
 Attended and delivered name badges at the National Encampment in Springfield Aug 14 
 Heard back from Shiloh and Pea Ridge – both stating that there are no Union monuments at  
 their sites needing care. 

Sent out Camp Order #1 – Regarding Lucy Palmer’s Passing 
 

Senior Vice Commander Report – No   Junior Vice Commander Report – No 
 
Department Report – Website has all research information now at the weebly website after Walt 
switched all stuff over from godaddy. 
National Report – Poorly run encampment.  Central Region Association going to have their event in 
Franklin TN on Oct 1 
 
Comdr Coplin gave a book review about SHILOH 1862 by Winston Gloom.  Recommended it.  The we 
had Civil War Trivia 
 
Trivia — Civil War - September 2016 
1. Grant’s drinking of whiskey is legendary. Did he have other vices? 
2. Which rear admiral scuttled the Confederate fleet up the James River when Richmond fell in April 
1865? 
3. Who were the following? 
Old Abe, Old Brains,  Old Blue Light,  Old Rosy,  Old Pete, Old Baldy, Old Woodenhead, Old Beeswax. Old 
Fuss and Feathers 
4. With what ancient weapon did John Brown intend to arm the slaves he planned to free? 
5. What did the government manufacture at Harpers Ferry that attracted John Brown’s attention. 
6. What did the Union troops call their cheap uniforms that fell apart in heavy rains? 
7. What were “Abatis”? 
8. Where was the Gatling gun used during the war? 
9. Where was the largest Civil War cannon? 
10. From what unusual vantage point did Thaddeus Lowe observe the Battle of Fair Oaks (June 
4, 1862)? 
 
OLD BUSINESS 



 John Avery and Marty Aubuchon attended the Westport Camp reenactment of the GAR 1916  
 Encampment.  Good event and nice park 
 56th Colored Ceremony was cancelled without any word.  Bob Aubuchon showed up to be 
 There and no one else was there. 
 Attempted to contact PCC Dan Jackson about ROTC Award program.  No response yet.  John 
 Avery taking over to assist in ROTC award program 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Missouri History Museum Event on 16 Oct 2 PM – Walt sent out e-mail about it.  No one other 
 Than he has volunteered for it. 
 
 CinC Martin mentioned in his acceptance speech that he wanted all camps and departments to 
 Finish what we have started.  Last Soldier Projects, Tracing Member’s Ancestors, Camp Histories. 
 Have we completed these for the St. Louis Area.  Yes, all but camp history. 
 
 Event at White haven on past weekend – 1872 Elections – Grant or Greeley – Marty Aubuchon 

 and John Avery participated with reenacting 
October is Nomination of Officers Month 
 
Walt mentioned the Washington Missouri Historical Society has a display to the end of the year 
 about their local Turnverein (German Health Club) and the Civil War with some Civil War 
artifacts.   
 
Walt gave Eagle Scout Patches purchased at national to Mark Coplin 
 
Kim Palmer will once again try to set up Christmas party at Greenbriar Country Club for date of  
Dec 6 

  

Don Palmer to give book presentation this next month. 

Closing ceremonies at 2008 hrs. 

 

 

OCTOBER SECRETARY REPORT 

1. We have been approved to have a table at this event.  Can we get 3 people interested in serving at 

the table?  Would anyone be interested in being in GAR or Civil War uniform for it?  Let me know.  I 

can be there so could use two more. 

Researching Your Civil War Ancestors 
Did your Civil War ancestor wear Union blue or Confederate gray? Or was your ancestor a civilian 
affected by the tumult of the war years? Associate Archivist Dennis Northcott discusses the vast array of 
genealogical documents and publications that the war produced. 



When: Sunday, October 16, 2 p.m. 
Where: Missouri History Museum (Lindell and DeBaliviere in Forest Park) 
How much: Free. Reservations are not required. 
 

I have not reimbursed myself yet for the godaddy billing and now have an additional $15.98 that 

needs to be paid.  We need to decide what to do until we go with John’s website. 

08/24/2016   Dnh*godaddy.com 480-5058855 Az            $28.16     Authorized to repay (Sep meeting) 

08/24/2016  Dnh*godaddy.com 480-5058855 Az    $12.42  Authorized to repay (Sep meeting) 

09/27/2016  Dnh*godaddy.com 480-5058855 Az $7.99     (Need auth to pay) 

09/27/2016  Dnh*godaddy.com 480-5058855 Az $7.99   (Need auth to pay) 

OWED = 56.56 

TREASURER’S REPORT SINCE LAST MEETING 

9/2/2016 DEP Deposit     50.00 

10/2/2016 3078 James B Pahl - in lieu of dues 27.00     

10/3/2016   Arch Engraving Inv #74578   -45.60 -45.60 

10/4/2016 DEP Deposit     27.00 

   

TOTAL 
Check & 
Savings 

 
1,077.26 

Committed 
Funds 

    
   

    
   

SVR Fund $97.51 
   

Total $97.51 
   

      
TOTAL 

MONEYS 
    

   

Total Checking  $1,115.26 
   

Undeposited Funds    
   

Total $1,115.26 
   

      
Committed Funds $97.51 

   

     
Uncommitted Funds $1,017.75 

   
 



US Grant Camp Meeting 
10 October 2016 

Frailey’s Grill, I-55 & Butler Hill Rd 63128 
 
Present: Bob Amsler, Bob Aubuchon, Bob Petrovic, Marty Aubuchon, Walt Busch, John Avery, Mark 
Coplin, Don Palmer, Jim Stebbings 
 
Open Meeting 1902 led by Mark Coplin with prayer and pledge of allegiance. 
 
Reading and Approval of Minutes on motion by Marty Aubuchon and second by John Avery 
Treasurers and Secretary Report approved on motion by Marty Aubuchon and second by Bob Amsler 
with Treasurer’s report approved subject to audit. 
 
Commander’s Report – badger orders rec’d and shipped out. 
Senior Vice Commander’s report – None 
Junior Vice Commander’s report –  Living History St Genevieve 9/24;  Smithton Grave Dedication 9/25; 
Perryville KY Battle Oct 8 &9; Short Ceremony at Union Monument ; visited Lincoln Homestead before 
Perryville. 
 
Department Report – by Walt and Bob Petrovic.  Discussion about the 2017 Department Encampment 
and the merger between Fletcher and McCormick Camps.  Walt and Don talked about the latest Central 
Region Assoc meeting in Franklin TN 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Civil War Trivia ---- 
1. Did Nathan Bedford Forrest have any military training prior to the Civil War? 
2.  Gettysburg had the most combined casualties of the war which battle after had the 2nd most 
combined casualties during the Civil War? 
3.  Union Troops provided transportation to citizens wishing to leave Atlanta before it was burned. T or F 
4.  During the battle of Fredericksburg which side of the line did “Stonewall” Jackson hold? 
5.  Who said this and about whom? “I wish he was in Congress or a Bar Room, anywhere but our army.” 
6.  Whom did Abraham Lincoln call “Father Neptune?” 
7.  What was the more famous name of the “Black Hat Brigade?” 
8.  What was known as the “Peculiar Institution?” 
9.  Who said this? “You may appear much concerned at my attacking on Sunday.  I am greatly 
concerned, too; but I felt it my duty to do it.” 
10.  Drewry’s Bluff served as part of the defense of which city? 
 
Fun Fact – When John Frémont learned that Lincoln intended to remove him from command of the 
Department of the West, he ordered his pickets to refuse admittance to any soldier coming from 
Washington.  Thus, the captain tasked with delivering  the relief order disguised himself as a farmer and 
claimed to have information on Confederate movements.  Thus gaining admittance, he delivered the 
orders and was immediately placed under arrest.  The captain soon escaped, and Frémont relinquished 
his command. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Book / Media Review – Don Palmer on the book Between the Lines about Capt John Means  Unit.  In 
which, was Don’s Gr-Gr-Gr-Uncle Albert Palmer. 
 
Old Business 



A.  Missouri History Museum Event on October 16th 2pm – Walt and Don to be there  
B.  Don needs a list of those planning on attending the Christmas Dinner on Dec 6 
New Business 
A. Nominations for Camp Officers for 2017 – staying the same so far. 
B.  ROTC – John to try to contact Dan Jackson 
 
Good of the Order 
 SVR – Nothing. 
 Jim Stebbing’s presented info on program in which students write about history and receive 
 award prizes and suggested SUV do the same.  Group suggested this be forwarded [which it 
 was] to the department for them to take action on it. 
 Vicksburg Monument – either Saturday and Sunday of Memorial Day weekend rededication.  A  
 straw poll of the group liked Saturday.  It was suggested that the department come up with  
 challenge coins also. [Passed also along to the department] 
 
Closing prayer at 2025. 
  
 
Secretary report for November Meeting 
 
Don Palmer and I showed up and distributed info at a talk about Finding Your Civil War Ancestor at the 
Missouri History Museum.  We were assisted by Sumner Hunnewell, Dept JVC.  About 33 people were in 
attendance and most of the talk centered on GAR records.  The speaker credited our organization 
several times. 
 
We need to authorize me purchasing more than two months of our website. 
 
Glen Alsop owes us $40 still for a reduced price Grant Coin set I sold him at the Department Meeting 
 
Treasurer report below.  It balances with 10/31/16 statement 
 

DATE ITEM DESCRIPTION 
Amount 
Rec'd 

Amount 
Paid Out 

Montgomery  On Statements 

     
10,408,347 

 

1/5/2016 221 
Arch Engraving for invoice 

617251 
  -30.40 -30.40 

  

8/14/2016 Cash 
Sale of Grant Coin set to 

Joe Hall 
50.00       

9/2/2016 DEP Deposit     50.00 9/30/2016 

10/2/2016 3078 James B Pahl - badges 27.00       

10/3/2016 229 Arch Engraving Inv #74578   -45.60 -45.60 10/31/2016 

10/6/2016 DEP Deposit     27.00 10/31/2016 



10/12/2016 2331 Langdon Check for badge 12.50       

10/12/2016 1703 Scheel Check for Badges 60.00       

10/12/2016 2575 Jim Crane Badge 12.50       

10/15/2016 Cash 
Dale Crandell Cash for Coin 

Set (Reduced Rate) 
40.00       

10/15/2015 1482 
Krieser Check for Coin Set 

(Reduced Price) 
40.00       

10/25/2016 DEP Deposit     125.00 10/31/2016 

10/22/2016 230 
Arch Engraving Inv #63749 

& 73883 
  -30.40 -30.40   

  231 Check Lost - Voided         

11/11/2016 232 

APPROVED BY Oct Mtg 
OWE WALT $56.82 for 
godaddy expenses from 

8/24 & 9/27- Took $40 Cash 
from Crandell Purchase 

above and cut this check for 
$16.82 

  -56.82 -16.82   

              

              

              

      
 

  
TOTALS 19,038.62 -17,335.31 1,193.04 

 
      

 

   

TOTAL 
Check & 
Savings 

 
1,193.04 

 Committed 
Funds 

    
   

     
   

 SVR Fund $97.51 
   

 Total $97.51 
   

 
      

 TOTAL 
MONEYS 

    
   

 Total Checking  $1,193.04 
   

 Undeposited Funds    
   

 Total $1,193.04 
   

 
      

 Committed Funds $97.51 
   

 
     

 Uncommitted 
Funds 

$1,095.53 
   

  



US Grant Camp Meeting Minutes 
November 14, 2016 7PM 

Frailey’s Grill, I-55 & Butler Hill Rd 
 
Present: Mark Coplin, Bob Petrovic, Marty Aubuchon, John Avery, Jim Stebbings, Fr. Vincent Heier, Mike 
Hudson, John Palmer, Don Palmer, Walt Busch 
 
Opening Ceremonies: 1902 Prayer – Father Heier Pledge – Mark Coplin 
Reading and approval of minutes: Motion by Bob Petrovic and 2nd Martin Aubuchon, Passes 
Approval of Secretary & Treasurer’s report.  Motion by Don Palmer, 2nd John Avery. Passes with 
treasurer’s report subject to audit. 
 
Commander’s Report 

Two badge orders to ship this week.  May need to change photo of badge on our ad as the 
wording has changed on it.  Also may need to change form to better reflect shipping charges. 

 Researched Andrew Crawford Post 6 of New Philadelphia OH for a museum in Phoenix, AZ. 
 
Senior Vice Commander’s Report: None 
Junior Vice Commander’s Report:  Bob Aubuchon wrote Walt that he marched in Veteran’s Day 

 parade in CW Uniform. 
 
Department Report – 

We recommend that Commander Burd send greetings and an invitation to Governor Elect Eric 
Greitens to attend rededication ceremony in Vicksburg.  Don suggests we have committee draft 
letter.  Walt suggests we need to include speaker of house and president of senate as well as MS 
Governor. 
Bob Petrovic working on coin. 

 
National Report – General Discussion about holding 2019 Encampment in Missouri and issue that 

 Hilton in Branson is not responding.  Group feels changing it to Springfield is a waste and if  
that is the case, we should pass on the encampment. 

 
Civil War Trivia 

1.  Which were the most widely used revolvers during the Civil War? 
2. Which were the most widely used rifles during the war? 
3. What was the workhorse cannon on both sides? 
4. What was the problem with the Model 1855 Colt repeating rifle? 
5. What shape for the Minié ball?  Why was this revolutionary bullet so deadly? 
6. What were the materials used to make cartridges for the Sharps carbine? 
7. What weapon did the Nashville Plow Works make? 
8. What did Federal troops call the 13 inch, 17,000 lbs mortar they used during the Siege 

Of Petersburg? 
9. Who devised the tunneling method for the Union mine at Petersburg, VA? 
10. By what name did antislavery settlers in Kansas call their Sharps rifles? 

 
Fun Fact – Kennesaw Mountain is named after the Cherokee word for “Burial Ground.” 

 
Book / Media Review – None this month 



Old Business – 
 Need to know who is coming to Christmas dinner by Nov 30.  Don at pondook@aol.com  
 Of Commander Coplin. 
 Website Update – Walt and Don working on it.  Don needs to send Walt info for  
 Linking godaddy to new account. 
 Installation of officers to be done at Christmas dinner. 
 
 ELECTION – All officer remained the same.  Secretary casted one vote for all officers. 
 
New Business – 
 Question of Dues by Don Palmer – Group agrees dues remain $35 with $3 for SVR if a member  
 Desires 
 Discussion of projects – Don brought up a marker down in Soulard that was discussed several 
 Years ago.  Walt mentioned we have last soldiers that we could put markers at and we could 
 Get funds from national for them. 
 
Good of the Order 
 Christmas Dinner – Dec 6 – Michael Banisek who has written 10 books about CW west of  
 Mississippi to speak 
 January Meeting – Anyone have a Book? Media?  Please share with came. 
 
Closing Ceremonies – prayer by Fr. Heier 2018 
  

mailto:pondook@aol.com


US Grant Camp 68 
December  6, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

Greenbriar Country Club, Kirkwood, MO 
 
Present: PCC Mark Coplin, PDC Walt Busch, PDC Marty Aubuchon,  PCC Robert Amsler, Chaplain Fr 
Vincent Heier, SVC Mike Hudson, John Palmer, PCinC Donald Palmer, Jr. 
Auxiliary Present: PP Deborah Aubuchon, Sandy Walther 
Guests: Norma Coplin, Kim Palmer, Sara Palmer, Suzanne Amsler, Peggie Avery 
 
Meeting Minutes: 
 
Cocktails were served prior to the meeting at 6:30 pm.  Around 7:00 pm, we adjourned to the meeting 
room and began the meeting with Commander Coplin calling it to order.   
 
We then had our speaker, Mike Banasik, give his presentation on the Soldier in the Trans-Mississippi, 
mainly dealing with the Army of the Frontier on the MO-OK-AR border.  It was very well received not 
only by members but by the women folk as well.  Mr. Banasik was gracious enough to give away one 
free book per family to those attending out of the 10+ books he has written.  He also gave permission 
for the Unionist to publish 3 articles he wrote in upcoming issues. 
 
After this all present serving in an office in the camp were sworn in by PCinC Donald D. Palmer, Jr.  With 
Mark Coplin indicating he is nearing the limit of terms he can serve as commander. 
 
Dinner was excellent and the party ended around 9:45 pm. 
 
 
Secretary Report For January 2017 
 
1.  Michael Pierce has sent an e-mail regarding Jefferson Barracks Swap Meeting in case we want to 
attend. 
2.  St Louis Civil War Roundtable will meet Jan 25 and the speaker is Molly Kodner. The topic will be " 
Dear Molly:The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love." 
3.  15 members (incl 2 lifers) have paid for 2017.   
4.  Form 22 Installed Officers – submitted to department 
5. 990N submitted for the year 2016 
 
DATE               Check No               Info                                               Amount In     Amount Out   Bank Trans Info 

11/17/2016 1384 
Lincoln Cushing Camp for 

Badges 
60.00     

11/17/2016 5314 D St Andrew for Badges 15.00     

11/17/2016 2632 

Walt Busch (cash in Marty 
Aubuchon's $40.00 for check 
to sent thru mail) purchase of 

coin set 

40.00     

11/21/2016 DEP Deposit 3 checks above     115.00 

12/6/2016 233 
Mike Banasek - Speaker Fee 

for Xmas Dinner 
  -50.00 -50.00 

12/6/2016 234 
Don Palmer - Dinner payment 

for speaker 
  -45.00 -45.00 



12/8/2016 151 
Glee Suntrup Website 

Maintenance 
  -96.11 -96.11 

12/8/2016 2194 John McAtee - Dues 35.00     

12/8/2016 3798 Jon Pennington - Dues & SVR 38.00     

12/8/2016 4774 Mark Coplin - Dues & SVR 38.00     

12/8/2016 A8318048 
State of Missouri - Pay for 3 

coins sets to Battle of PK SHS 
for resale 

60.00     

12/10/2016 DEP Deposit     171.00 

12/13/2016 3764 Fr Heier Dues from Bob 35.00     

12/13/2016 3582 David Marshall Dues & SVR 38.00     

12/15/2016 DEP Deposit     73.00 

1/8/2017 6294 
Carl Wattenberg Dues & SVR 

& Donation 
50.00     

1/8/2017 6606 John Avery Dues & SVR 38.00     

1/8/2017 5392 
Steve Leicht Dues & SVR & 

Donation 
40.00     

1/8/2017 1246 Jim Stebbings Dues & SVR 38.00     

1/8/2017 955 Ken Roberts 35.00     

1/8/2017 2683 
Walt Busch - Busch Bros Dues 

& SVR 
114.00     

1/9/2017 153 
Arch Engraving Inv 76044 & 

76792 
  -136.80 -136.80 

1/10/2017 DEP Deposit Above 6 Checks     315.00 

      

  
TOTALS 19,038.62 -17,335.31 1,569.53 

Committed 
Funds 

    
   

    
   

SVR Fund $138.51 
   

Total $138.51 
   

      
TOTAL 

MONEYS 
    

   

Total Checking  $1,569.53 
   

Undeposited Funds    
   

Total $1,569.53 
   

      
Committed Funds $138.51 

   

     
Uncommitted Funds $1,431.02 
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